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Discussion/Review Questions 
 
1. When Cal’s sister, Gabbi, comes out of her coma, Cal is very 

careful to make sure she is not too frightened when she learns 
what has happened. What did Cal do and say to make sure his 
little sister is not too confused or frightened? 
 

2. Winter suspects that Sligo may have something to do with the 
death of her parents. Why does she suspect this, and do you 
agree with her theory? Why or why not? 

  
3. When Cal wants to show Gabbi that he’s still alive and that he 

hasn’t forgotten about her, he throws a piece of paper with a 
drawing of a cat with a funny expression on its face. If you 
were trying to send a similar message to your closest relative 
or best friend, what would you draw? Draw a picture of this 
animal, or symbol, and explain why it’s meaningful. 

 
4. Winter mentions that families in medieval times often had a 

coat of arms. Using resources at the library or online, find 
examples of a coat of arms and then design one for your family 
name. Don’t forget to include a motto! 

 
5. Cal wakes up unharmed and untied in Dingo Bone Valley after 

Kelvin was supposed to shoot him. He notices that he has 
letters and numbers on his left ankle. What do you think they 
mean, and how do you think they got there? 
  

6. Cal notes that the old prospectors, Snake and Jacko, are 
behaving strangely. At first he thinks they’re crazy, but then 
he overhears Snake saying they plan to turn him in for the 
reward. Should Cal have been suspicious of their intentions 
earlier? What are some clues that might have alerted Cal they 
might not be on his side? 
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